Books that explore police brutality and
Black Lives Matter
*I did not write these book descriptions, these are the official publication blurbs

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighbourhood
where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy
balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting
of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was
unarmed.
Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe
even a drug dealer and gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s
name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone
wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person who can answer that is
Starr.
But what Starr does – or does not – say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life

Dear Martin by Nic Stone

Justyce McAllister is top of his class and set for the Ivy League – but none of that
matters to the police officer who just put him in handcuffs. And despite leaving
or the ridicule of his new classmates. Justyce looks to the teachings of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. for answers. But do they hold up anymore? He starts a journal to
Dr. King to find out.
Then comes the day Justyce goes driving with his best friend, Manny, windows
rolled down, music turned up – way up, sparking the fury of a white off-duty cop
beside them. Words fly. Shots are fired. Justyce and Manny are caught in the crosshairs. In the
media fallout, it’s Justyce who is under attack.
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All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely

A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner
bodega. What he finds instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes
Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for
belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as resisting
arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further
resistance and refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when
someone is pounding your face into the concrete pavement?
There were witnesses: Quinn Collins – a varsity basketball player and Rashad’s
classmate who has been raised by Paul since his own father died in Afghanistan – and a video
camera. Soon the beating is all over the news and Paul is getting threatened with accusations of
prejudice and racial brutality. Quinn refuses to believe that the man who has basically been his
saviour could possibly be guilty. But then Rashad is absent. And absent again. And again. And the
basketball team – half of whom are Rashad’s best friends – start to take sides. As does the school.
And the town. Simmering tensions threaten to explode as Rashad and Quinn are forced to face
decisions and consequences they had never considered before.

I Am Alfonso Jones by Tony Medina, illustrated by John Jennings & Stacey
Robinson

Alfonso Jones can’t wait to play the role of Hamlet in his school’s hip-hop
rendition of the classic Shakespearean play. He also wants to let his best friend,
Danetta, know how he really feels about her. But as he is buying his first suit, an
off-duty police officer mistakes a clothes hanger for a gun, and he shoots
Alfonso.
When Alfonso wakes up in the afterlife, he’s on a ghost train guided by wellknown victims of police shootings, who teach him what he needs to know about
this subterranean spiritual world. Meanwhile, Alfonso’s family and friends
struggle with their grief and seek justice for Alfonso in the streets. As they confront their new
realities, both Alfonso and those he loves realise the work that lies ahead in the fight for justice.
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Anger is a Gift by Mark Oshiro

Six years ago, Moss Jefferies’ father was murdered by an Oakland police officer.
Along with losing a parent, the media’s vilification of his father and the lack of
accountability has left Moss with near crippling panic attacks.
Now, in his sophomore year of high school, Moss and his fellow classmates find
themselves increasingly treated like criminals by their own school. New rules.
Random locker searches. Constant intimidation and Oakland Police Department
stationed in their halls. Despite their youth, the students decide to organise and push back against
the administration.
When tensions hit a fever pitch and tragedy strikes, Moss must face a difficult choice: give in to fear
and hate or realise that anger can actually be a gift.

Tyler Johnson Was Here by Jay Coles

When Marvin Johnson’s twin, Tyler, goes to a party, Marvin decides to tag along
to keep an eye on his brother. But what starts as harmless fun turns into a
shooting, followed by a police raid.
The next day, Tyler has gone missing, and it’s up to Marvin to find him. But when
Tyler is found dead, a video leaked online tells an even more chilling story: Tyler
has been shot and killed by a police officer. Terrified as his mother unravels and
mourning a brother who is now a hashtag, Marvin must learn what justice and
freedom really mean.
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How it Went Down by Kekla Magoon

When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson dies from two gunshot wounds, his
community is thrown into an uproar. Tariq was black. The shooter, Jack Franklin,
is white.
In the aftermath of Tariq’s death, everyone has something to say, but no two
accounts of the events line up. Day by day, new twists further obscure the truth.
Tariq’s friends, family, and community struggle to make sense of the tragedy,
and to cope with the hole left behind when a life is cut short. In their own words, they grapple for a
way to say with certainty: This is how it went down.
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